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NEW PUBLICATIONS.
————
A MILITARY KOVEL

‘lnilmnw\.n FLAGH. A Novel ltr OUInA
* Idalin,” * Randwelph Gordon,” * Btrathmore,”
Castlemaing's Gage," ete,, cfe. Tmo, pp. 403
detphia: . 1L l4|1|1un‘ul.l & U,

Thin novel has a preface, which, hownver, the
aathor is mnel too refined W ealla preface, bntentil les
® gein an loctowr” And this advertisement to the
peador deposos and says Ui the story was orfginally
writlen for » military periodical, wherein it was re-
seived with mueh favor by miditary men; in conse
guones of which recoption il s reissied inpMerma-
ment foru for those unluppy warnors who coulil not
obtain it 10 the imagawine. 1t isineredible that every
efficer in the British Avmy whose foot was on his na-
Sive beath, and whoso wune was MocSwmith, shonld
pot have puwned his last epanlotte to buy the enrrent
pumber oi o story so absorbing and so we suppose it
I for the Indian and Canadian warkes that Mr. Lip-
pinecott semds forth this brown mustin cyclopodia of
Blood and thuuder; unless, indend, he holds itnp to
the olieftains of the Army of the United States, a3
Ko gloss whoerein those noble youths should ddvess
Shommelves,

Tt has hee " --m' misforinne to read an earlior novel
By  Ouid”  ** You shall find in the comparisons ([
fween Macedon and  Moumonth that the sitmations,
Bock you. are both alike. There isariver i Moo
don: and there is also, moreover, s river in Mon-
mouth ; it is called Wye, at Monmonth: bt it is ont
of my prains, what is the nwme of the olher river,
Bub his all oue, "tis so Jike o my fiugess is o my fin-
gers, and there is salony in both.” “ Onida” is econ-
amicof resources. Given afox ht, a horse rave,
®» gaming table, unlimnited intricoes, several titles,
ot women, tailors, Jews, a volume of factics,
sobnlary of slang, amber hair, white hands, general
Wdecency, o classieal dictionary, sl the resuly of
tho brew is hulf a dozen Etwo-volnme novels, whose
only difterouce lies in the title pages. and the bap-
tiFmal nmmes of the nunberoie horoes and heroines,

The Honorahle Bertie Cectl, second son of Viscount
Reyulhon, is the Achilles of this new Himl. B is
of conrse, very tall, very handsome, aml very aiis-
focrmtic.  There was o period following the suceess
#nl appearnnce of * Jane Eyre,” when all the horoes
of dilnted fiction wern shagey, short, saturnine, gl
savaze, Thi renction s set m. 10 is Nineissus, not
©rson, who now woos, and wins, and wears, Beauty,
and groce, and genins, and blood, avd hreediog are
s ploniy ns blaekberries in pages like these: and
every avistocrat bas them all, and every plebefan
Basn't the ghost of either. Now, like ol good Aueri
eang, onr heart goes out to an aristoceat.  The checr-
ful spoctacle of the clevation of a cliss at the vost of
the painfol degradation of the multitnde, thrills ns
with delight, and i1l nswith a profonl and satisty
tng sense of the fitnoss of thines. Ouy hest hat was
Bopelessly flattened inour futile atiompt to catel &
glimpse of the Prinee of Wales when he rode throngeh
Proadway, and above all Amresieais do we hald Mr.J,
E. (. Alibott envisble. Therefore, when we fonnd thal
she houorable Bertie, and his intimate friend, Lol
Rockingham, and his papa, e his brother, and lis
oomritdes in arms, were predminently and to the vl
scuration of all other guaditios, aristooratic, we eare-
fully studied these so eminet models of morals and
manners, thinking in a hmble and far-off way to
meld curselves in their likeness,  What wero it not
worth to impress the dreiver of asticet-car with our
haughty mien, and well-brod nonchalenie ! What
wute it not worth, on a Saturday afiernoon inthe
Park, to bestride our hired hack with the loftiness of
& dord, and the lstlessness of anolle Briton ?

The tirst cleament of an aristocratio entity we tind
0 be Juziness, uttar and entive. A which
pofuses to saturate its haodkerchicd with Jockey
Clnb, or fasten the buttens of its gloves, A liziness
4o which reading its morning  paper is a bodship,
and Younging in its earvisge a faigue, A laziness
which is rade, which is contersptuons, whivh is des-
picabile,

Hardly less omphasized is the ability to swindle.
A true blue British gentleman, it appears, no at fer
what his ineoine, is compelled by the froeomusonry
of his Order, to incur mouutains of dehbt, which he
Ras neither the ability nor the disposition to pay, 1o
eheat Lis tradesmen, to strip the vory Jows, to drw
post obits, to give paper which is not worth the bk
upon its face.

I hw be a slnggard
provist his noble Hneage ualess he tuen oul o g
sher s well, To srn money besyaned
stonemnent. Towin it at conds, or dice,
secopuplishment of o gentleman,  Playing whist for
fivo-pound points is the innocent recreation in which
the stundy British intelleet nubends after the strain
of a morting with its tuilor, vr thie shock of a din
frem o low-lived ereditor,  Letnoi the yonug Ameri-
ean who has all these gentlemunly virtues. feel that
e has yet attained the meastire of an aristocrat. It
remains that he should race horses, that he shoald
own astod, he, who eaunot pay bis lenadress’s bill
thirt ho shondd bet hugh, with wo money to pay s
bets: thut he should emnlate jockeys o the devil-
may -care fashion of his riding, and the volubility of
M turf slang.

Nor is this enongh.
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The @enuime aristocrat estalh
MEATESTONN, ol
and  ungnestionse hrass,
shooting  boxes . and
Burban villas, ballet  girls  brief akiit
Brave of tongne, He condnels the most haz
ond most serious of Hirtatwns with the wife of his
friend, He contides these amours with more or less
minuteness of cirenmstance to the chivalious keep-
$ug of his body-servant.  His days are emptiness ond
dishonesty. His nights ave rioting and delauch,
Aud, tinally, this model gentlemnan, who has 1o allee-
tion for auy homan being profound enonglh 1o make
hip pulse beat quicker, breuks thut visous he calls his
beart when foreed to abundon lix ee-horse forever,
It s some exense for him, however, that the race-
hotse is much more worthy of his love amd grief than
any human being with whom he comes in confact,

Lest our enthusiasin be thought 1o blind us, let ns
burriedly sketeh the career of this new knight, witk-
out fear, and without reproach, Chivalry 1s not dead
while Ceril lives.

In the very opening loe we learn one of Jus virtues,
He is fastidions concerning his tops,  Not those roel-
fug toys which Jay, like Heaven, abonut im in bis in-
fancy; but the fair facing of bis lnuting boots, They
mnst be cleaned till the leather aud the luckey ave iu-
capable of further polish.  Aud then, if there be the
Jeawt tint of brown, where all should be fuir as his
wirgin sonl, this new DOmay will uot incase his
manly calves in thein. Not he.  He will be set quick
# the edrth, and bowled to death with turnips
first. He has a right 1o be fustidions about
bis boots, lhowever, for the " meorrigible
tops,” which were introduced to us, are set down
* beside six pairs of their fellows, and ~ix times six
of every other sort of boots that the covert side, the
heather, the lat—why emphasize that nse when it is
evident that they are all for the it Y—or the ' sweet
ehady side’ of Pall Mall ever knew.”  Sixpaim and
one pair are seven puirs.  Six fimes six pairs sre
thirty-six pairs. Thirty-six pairs aud seven pairs
are forty-three pairs, which, allowing two boots e
each pair, makes a total of eighty-six boots, Now, 4
young man compelled 10 harhor and to coutemplate,
day and night, eighty-six hoots, must know with un-
erving ‘oertaiuty u boot's evmstatution and possibili-
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ties, and  may  well  demawd, i his
tops, “a tawoy color, like the tiger's skin
there,” Perbaps it was  the  great  prepon-

derance of boots over hollion in his treasury, wiich
sade him give so many mwore Kicks than halfpence
to his creditors aud dependents. And the archeolo-
ot will inquire, & bundred yests henee, whether the

title of the chapter, and the sobyiquet of the Henor-

shle Cecil, which Mr. Lippincott's eareless proof-
weaders make “ Beanty of the Brigades” ix not a
misprint for ** Kooty of the Brigudes” Pesides its
Beathern wealth, the dressing-room of the young

Goardsmsn confains “‘pretly things enmigh o §ill

the Pulais Royal,” which women had sent him, The
m “table was “Jittered with gohd and erys-

‘bottles eontaining all  the.  perfumes  of
lnﬁ Hin dressing-tase was of wilver, with
on, the Jud:  wll Jus

bis_ name  in.

Wrohes, whip afands, were
of ivory and tortoma-shell, Above the Waniel piece
weke crossed swards, in wll the vavielien of gilt, goll,
atsey, dvery, slorginum,  chiselpd 950 ewhssed

hilts, and on the walls were a few perfeet French
pictures, with & Landsecr, s Harry Hall, o honter or
two by Herring, and seversd fair women in erayons,
The hangings were stlken, and rose colored, and @
delicions confusion prevailed, pell-mell, box-spums,
hunting-stirrups, cartridge-cases, enrbeelins, muas
ale-Joaders, hunting-flasks, and white gauntlets being
mixed up with Pavis novels, pink notes, point-lace
ties, brovelots, and bongoets to be sent to varions
destinations, aml velvet and silk Dbags for bank
notes, cignrs, or vesuvians,” On o eofo fo this de-
lightdul apartment oy the handsonest man in the
regiment, exhansted by his plunge in his bath-tub,
I s stoall pod,” but anchored firmly in the
pext voon,  They do things on so lorge a seale in

Londdon,  Now there 18 hardly a honse in New-York,

except the Fifth Avenune Hotel, which would
have econtpined the Honorabls Bertie, lus boots,
amd  his  bail-tub,  Considering  that  nono

of his lavish sprronndings were paid for, one may
aulwire equally his taste and his generosity.  Over,
amd vver, sud over, we are informed that he wa
“thorabred,” and that his set was * thoro’bred ;™ so
1ot all half-breeds, who live in a hall bedroom, and
pay their debts, forewoar their volgar honesty, Tt is
sweet to linger with this yonng Apollo, splendid in
Lis youth and glorions in his beauty, simple, sl
fnithiul, and wanly. But the action of the story
hurries us on. Bertie proceeds to give his young
hrother fifty pounds. which don't belong to himself,
that the youth may pay a gamhling debt. Then he
vides out on escort duty, to install Parliament, and
prowls and eurses about the weather, apd then he
goes to Richimond to see his Opera Queen, the Zu-Zn,
awd that 18 the emd of his personnl efforts in
that  chapter. Dut  the novelist  makes an
episele  to telite how he told an uoblushing
lie to a jealons busband who surpriscd him, *en
tite-i-téte with bis bandsome Countess.” Which
cheap fiction the author calls a *Richelien-like iw-
pudence,” and adds that * it made his reputation on
the town,” and that “ the Indies called it very wicked,
bt were charmed by it, and petted the sinmer, who,
from that time till now, had held his own with
ther,” O, women of England, thauk your ehroui-
cler *Ouida” who thas immortalizes your punty,
yonur fineness, your scrupulous ionor! What a silly
wnd-woman wis Koman Lueretia!  She shonld have
fnvited Sextos to her parties, and daneed the Latian
twoestep walts with bim, 8o munch dowestie in-
feliclty might have boen aveided had she been
Shorabred,” and  known that her welodramatie
procedure wonld be * il form.”

Passing ovi minor adventnres of onr uris-
tocrat, we voms to o elupter entithed A Stng Hunt
Weo shut onrselves up with a
fonund that this perspicn-

T BEVY

aa Clats de la Lene,”
Freneh dictionary, tili we
ons phrise means A Stag Hunt by Moonlight.  Bad
Euglish is inadequate for o novel like this. The
opening conversation betweon Ceeil, and his friend
Rockingham is evibbed, we shonld =ay, from tho
Confessions of Fitzboodle, The adventure of the
chapter is original. Cecil takes the ** handsome
Conntess"—who has *“ Titian-like lips, and Velasques
eves, =10 dine at Kiehmond, and drives her home
through the Park in the moonlicht. One of the
Horses Tigs been secnstomed to bunt, aod when ho
stes i stag in the distance, dashes off, his mato with
him, in o mad pursuit. They cauter. they gallop,
they fly, they tear out of the road. They jump fito
a bramble bush, and serateh ont all their eyves, and,
althongh Cecil is o perfect whip,” amd a very
Hotspir with horses, he cando nothing with these
apocryphal  beasts, becaunse “they-—the lovers, not
the steeds—had both seen the Babylonian snn st
over the miins of the Birs Nimrwl, and had
tadhed of Paris fasbions while they dud so; and had
both leaned over the terrace of Bellosguardo, while
the was full on Giotte’s tower, and
hiauld their  dresses  for the Vielione
wasquerade,”  and Ceell  was in o “ referes,”
At lnst they gee the viver before

L LTTELEY

disenssed

M Conseygnence,

thenn s there is bot one reprieve from instant
death, and that so desperate that the daring Ceell
has no hopo to sneceed,  Nevertheless. he takes the
veing betwoen his teeth, and, with a leap which

would nuike the fortune of ‘& eireus-rider, Hehts on
the hack of the wicked hanter, who, suiprised ot
the nuexpectad attention, stops short, The m

phiaeton tips over, emsh-hang, the * Velasquez « yes”™
close in o faint, but Cecil, rising incimmortal youth,

ix of puardsnen, savs: " Denrest, you are

o very phe
safe,” and adds that he will never, never tell about
the stolen Richmond dinner, and this little stag-Linut
ot cdear dle da luwe,  How they got home—for ai their
rate of speed they uivst bave travelad, in seven
pages, at ty degreve—the author wisely
lesves to the imarinatiom. But pet home they duld

it s probable thar among Ceeil's clghty-six boots
e pewsessed the famons seven-league pair—and a
montliafter they were all at Baden,  Bop while he
promised that be wonld never, never tell, * he forgot
thot be thus pledged his honor to leave four bonrs
of his life so buried that, however much he needed,
L pedtber shionhld nor eonld aceonut for them,” which
i uot more portentons than geammatical.

Before this little -=lr1.-|il‘l'. howeser, Lis liorse,
Vorest King, wins a rnce, aud no end of money, and
Ceel] enters him for the Great Baden Bace, on wlhose
successful issne all his futore depends. But a the
first race bis manly soul is ontraged by the attempt
of o * welcher,” Ben. Dawis, to tuke bets with his ex-
e plary voung brother, Berkeley, and, almost with-
ont ettort, he drops the andacions welcher into the
ditels ontside the gromuls, For which bath the man
vows vengeauee, and conspires with the racer’s
whose long arrears in wages might excuse
his transgression—to paint the bit of Forest King on
the day of the Buden weeting. Then Berkeley -
plores Cevil to give him more pound notes hut us the
Gaardsman has, by this time, neither cash or credit
lelt, he politely bt emphatically  refoses, and
Berkeley departs with a dreadful resolve written in
his dark conutensnce,

Well, Ben Davis paints the bif, and Forest King is
bewten, aud Ceeil observes that it is sl up with liw.
and retires to the obscurest labyrinths of  the
gronuds, where nobody can find hin: excopt the two-
penny  postman, and Rockingham's sister, Lady
Venetin, called Petite Reine, eight years of age, of us-
tonishing precocity, and many ruffes,  The olild
brings him twenty Napoleons, which she begs him
to wecept, ut his prond spirit refuses because it is
not enoiid,  Still, true to his instinet of appropria-

lenst ning
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ting all he can lay his bands on  withont
paying  for, be takes the ensmeled  bon
bownitve  (candy-box, dear plebeisns) in which

slio kept her wealth.  The postman brings «
letter from Berkeley, in which he says that he has
fovged Lovd Rockinghaw's check, and drawn the
morey, Then Ceeil stamps his feet, and tears his
hair, and says, “Anythiog but disgrace !” Then Ben
Davis, into whose possession the forged bill hns
come, s him arvested, and when Lord Rockinghum
begs him toclear himself he will not, for, lo and be-
hold you, the very time at which the nll was pre-
sented wis the time when he was chasing the nute-
lope over the plain, au clair de la lune. So he starts
for jail, but on the way be has a mental illumination
1o the effect thut his long, and hitherto lazy, legs
were not made in vain, *** Beauty’ of the Brigades,”

le  softly mormmrs to  himself, "is ity own
escuse for being” S0 he rans, and though
Ben  Dhavis, and all the Baden Constabmlary

anid the bloodhonnds of the Grand Duke, and all the
moh of the race week follow him, he reaches a honse
in the suburbs and climnbs upon an ivy vine to s dark
piazzn,  The pursuit is stayed beneath him, the ducal
army wlich has by this time arrived is drawn up in
line of battle, severn! columbiads are fived throeugh
the floor, sl a number of bombs explods in the
cormers of the gallery. But as he has the preseuce
of mind uol to stiv, the mob with one voice exclaims,
“He is nol there,” and goes back to Baden, e then
reniembers that lis has promised to dance with e
“handeome Countoss” st o masgne ball thut evening,
s e trips lightly buck to town, filehes a domino and
masque from a carriage,fiinds his charmer, excontes &
| iwosktep waltz with her, goestorth agoin, mounts
Farest King, who lhad by that time recoverad from
the paiuted bit, and never stops till be reaches
Algerie a mornibg or two after. Mel.nwhjla l.ho
chwrming  wowan  who accompanied  him

the stag Wiut an elair de la luae, and in wluma
Juuds i his reputation, goes to a dinner party
af the Lowss of an Austrian Princess, and forgets

sl bt i, and as that is the agd of ey, so fur us

the novel is conoernwl, wo take onr leave of so much
heart and so mach pority with deep regret ; but not,
wa hope, without having conveyed to the reading
world ihat eontagzion of virtue with which true no-
bilidy s auickencd.

Ceeil eriters the Algerian army a8 a private, but in n
week or two ho has, gingle-latded, and alone, exter-
minated soven separate tribes of the red-hunded sons
of Ishmael, produced contentment in the army in
placo of wutiny, and wonld bo s Field Marshal on
the eighth day of big enlistment but for the enmity
of his Colonel, Chi\teanroy, who degrades him, and
Lates him.  And the reason of his spte is that he
enrrind off the favorite of the Emir, which Ceeil
did 't approve, so that Bayaul went inte Lis Colo-
mels tent nod said * BOO? to bim in such o terrific
manner that tho miscreant shook in his eavalry
boots, and immediately sent the ludy back, But he
hated lis subordinate ever atter.  This is a striking
picture of the discipline and the manvers of the
French army, and of the relation between chicf and
private, Thus matters went o for 12 years.  Every
morning Ceeil said to himself * Fee-Fan-Fum, Txmell
the blood of an Ara-bi-vn,” anil shore off the hewls
of twenty dows of anbeheversdaily, but it was all of
nouse, He was but a Corpeisl in the Chassenrs
d'Afriane.

Then s pretty vivandiere named Cigarette fell in
Jove with hisn,  She 1s & dear creature who sniokes,
chews, swears, drinks  brandy, talks slang,
and  kuows mnot  the pame  of  WwWoman-
hood. Strango to say. Ceeil does not retnm her
passion. At which shie threstons to be rovenged.
And now Lord Rockingham's  sister  reappears,
Twelve years have convertod hier into blooming
young widow of twenty. It was neesssary that she
should be vory nell, and have another name, so that
Ceeil shonld not know her, at first. 8o she s wed-
ded ta s Prince who, with rare consideration for his
wife's happiness, dies in the eourse of half an hour,
and leaves her more mouey than the Rothschilds
ever dreamed of, all in Spanish bonda and Spanish
castles. Well, she and Ceeil fall in love with each
otber, egch without knowing the identity of the
other. In France ladies of wealth and position fre-
quently do fall in love with the illustrions ebsonre,
and there is the * Lady of Lyons™ to proveit, So
they meet st a caravanserai in the desert, where it
is so hot that the potatoes are cooked in the
sund, and  where the Priscoss Coropa, slias
the Lady  Venctin, alins  Pebite  Reine, glides
to weet bim inan airy attive of * superh cacheneres
swoeping the fleor”  Then and there, by meins of
the bonbonnicee, they discover that he is hie, and that
Sba entreats him to let her tell Lol
Rovkingham, whoe will providentially arrive nest
day, Bt by this thae ol Lond Royallien is dewmd,
and s ellest on is dead, 2l Ceoll s supposdd o
b e, and Berkeley bas snceceded to the peerage,
which Ceoil proposes to lot Lim keop as tho moward
of a virtuons life. Heo cannot digprove the forgery
without implicating Berkoley, who belies os lim doad,
amd is happy.  So e saya that be has found the wis.
domi of life to be to grin and hear it : that, if he ran-
not marry ber, he would rather prefor to be shot
than not, poes off on a jonroey, and he
returns to eamp, and engoees in on sevies of wild
aitys, wsnadly in the proportion of one Cecil to ity
Vb, bt he nuiformly conguers.  Cmee, however,
when the odds have been o bundied and ninety 1o
ome, or thereabonts, thongh he heats of conrse, he is
left for dead on the field, Cigaretie rescies him aoild

‘lhl,’ LY “II".

so sle

siived his lifis, Oneo b fore she has <aved Nis ife; for
being o veritable Achilles, e lias the valnerable
Twe'l, sl tese misereiints of Lshmacliies por<ist in

Well, he recovers; the Pringess Cotons
retnrns 1o entop, amd sends for b to ik him an
eternal acion, Against discipline, e goes. e ve-
peats Divon's touching but ohsonre lines, begnting,

HIET R &

“ Fare thee well, and if forever,” swears idelity, s
i retiurning, when he encounters Chiateanroy, his
Enenny who savs sopetlineg boapolite to hon, for
whieh Cevil, oo the Igger, strikes him, i seized,
taacled, sl earried 1o the eanrd-house, The
Pritedss departs at dawn, ignotaut of the little atlai
amd Cectl is sentenced to be shot ot daybreak of
the o morning thercalter. Cigarette 14 down

W Cartior pgeon.,

where the first
Wit an anstioet
Jie s never seen

t Alciers, it she geta the vews 1n
Manlidowed, shie dashes into e streed
pers ot e inevis 18 erkeley Cevil,

white sy elons, considering that

nor heard of him before, slie knows that e is Bertie's
birothier, aud demands of him s full confession and
explanation.  Frightened out of his senses, Berkeley

tos that 1I:-- Clusssnr s Lond Rosallien, snd
Veer of Englamd. 8l the paper, woutity her
horse, and gallops 1ty miles under an Afriean snn
ton fortress, where the Marshal of Franes, Viceroy
of AMrica, lud that day seriveds She appeals to him
in the nawe of all the virtnes to pardon Ces il
He refuses,  Then, in toues of  thander,  she
informs i that the vietingis o Peetr of Englanid,
w hiereit pon e ofters her his bost hovde, aod begs hor
o kil ie b the effort to save that |||-|-- ol Alliou,
Midway lier hiotso fails her, She wes a band of ray
acing Arabe who have sworn to tear her lmb from
II: (R .‘-ir- rushies oldly [1Y LU them o EAPrisses |
eagrrmess to e dismembered, if the Chief will bhug
ride lmsell with the paedon, amld save Conl, Cone
verted to the Chiristing faith by ber couraee, he gives
Ber Diis B hiedd stevd and lis blissing, sl she speods
o, Meantime Roekiugham bas hiand that the finest
soldier i thic avmy is 1o bo shol, amd  seeks him to
tak s photograph: he twds hin standing Iemidl ¢
bis cottin with the French army training the cannon,
“ A, ha ! ho vells, “ hoave vou o stoow berry nark on
your left apn 17 Ceell, too, higleminded 1o be agita-
tesl by this nmexpeotod meeting with the friead of his
youth calmly veplies © No” “Then” says Rocking-
haun, flinging Lis aris about hie, * youave the long
Jost Bertie.” The soldicrs olgect 1o the attitinde as
interforing with the aeenraey of their sim. Bot bie
wread hes himsell about that il Laocedin, and speaks
contumamonsly of the French somy, Twelve rea-
monds fall wpon him, and drag hin sway, and the
signnl to tire is given. At this ipsiant Clgarettoe
appeirs ot the top of @ hill, hall o mile away—one of
those Lills which so thickly bestrew Afvican desorts
~waves the pardon over ber hewd, and shrieks
AV, o the e of Prance! * But the ery came
too late: the volley was fired, the evash of sound
thridled swrass the womls that made s [Query—
Whasn 1] panse; the death that was doomed was
dealt.” Now we supposed that this would fush Ceeil,
and very glad we were, Good gracions ! ne, The sopul-
wher opens onee more its potderons and marhle jaws
to east him up again. He only “staggercd slightly,
and then stowd ereet, grzed only by some fow ol the
balls, The flash of five was not so flect as the swift-
ness of her love, and on his breast she threw herself,
and trned her head backward with her ok, dannt-
Tews, strndit sunile ns the bails pierced her bosom, sl
broke hoer lmbs, and were tnrmed away by that
shifeld of woarm young life from him” Half a mily
an pied, as Ouida” would say, while a pistal ball
trasels two rods, is, undoubtedly, the Lest tiwe on
recond, bt if Cigaretts wore eapable of this, how
conld sha muke the blunder of trasting to the slow
spesd of an Arabian steed O foot, she might have
made the two hundred miles or so in season, but not
even Dexter could do a half mile in pistol-shot time,
Wall, of course Cigarette dies, a martyr to her love,
and Cocll lives sl goes back 1o England and claims
the peerage, aml marries the Princess Petile Reine
Venetin Coronn, and gives lumps of sngar to Forest
King, who turns op agai n on the lost puee,

This is the nttorly preposterons thread of the story.
It outdoes Mrs. Henry Wood in absurdity, and yot
the predmivent mischicf of * Ouida's” novels is that
they are not stupid. Impossible as (hose men ad
women are, they are not stlcks. A hurrying action
pervades (he volumes; a certain cheap Lut positive
power informs then. A gandy tinsel-rhotoric charms
achool-girls and clerks, A bad classiesm and an
intorlardlog of foreigu phoases give the pages wn air
of erudition, and, notwithstanding Hugrant errors of
syntax, nine readers out of ten declure them “ so
well written.” They are periicons hooks because
ey are volgor books, Forms, and shews, and pre-
tenses aro the good things of life. A good-uaturd,

Mmphu«hhmum Inherent

in prodicated of all women. A hase gallan-

try s imputed o sll men.  Even the virfues mas-
querado in sueh tawdry attire Uit they are hardly

wrh s

“hetter than vices. Cigarette, for example, has really

a noble uature, but she s so melo-dramatic sl sen-
sabional, that she appeais a vovy volgar Joan of Are,

R

in whom the vulgarity overbeats the hemism. Coeil
and all his set ae youths to make onc’s heart ache,
with thetr pretenso of high breeding, their ghrivelled
souls, their Dlnekgnandly habits, their affected gense
of honor. Enthusiosi, belief, achievement, are con-
demmned as * bad form.”  Colilness, and slugeishness,
and eynicism aro the aristoeratic attributes of a gen-
tleman, I these novels are a pictare of the jousesse
dorde of England, that unhappy nation harbors en-
emivs ot home mors dangeroos than all the anmies of
the Continent, and needs such defeuses aguinst the
decay of her strength and power, asnot all the wealth
of the Kingdom cun build her,

And are theve really no Englishmen in England
who speak English ! No Frenehmen in France who
speak Freneh ' Under the tlag of Saint George overy
mother's son, and, alus, every mother's danghter,
talk slang from birth to death, Under the tricolor
the daintiest lips drop argef as it wers manna. s it
only in Boston that both languages are preserved in
their purity ?

1L i foolish business to hreak butterities on wheels,
and it hurts our consciencs toalvertise * Onida” to
20,000 readers,  But the appalling  popularity of
books like tins makes the subjeot one of inportance.
“Uider Two Flags” is the kind of nevel one wonld
expect to find in drmking shops, its pages ringed
with ale, and redolent of pipes; of, in paper covers,
vended in the enrs, or sold in lrge unmbers in Bow-
ery and Eightli-ave. bookstores, or crowding the
shelves of second-rate cirenlating libraries. ' When it
is constantly demanded at the connter of the ** Mer-
cantile,” and eogorly Tond by fascinated sehoul- wirls,
with the aid of sorrepiitions candles, or seen lying
on the eenter-table of intelligent persons, & conseivil-
tions eritic must rail in good-set terms,

It is saiil that = Ouwida™ is a woman, Its ineredi-
ble that books 8o coarse, o tawdry, so cheap, with
leaves from the Newgate Calendar, the Betting
Book, and the worst Freneh novels, shonld be the
work of any woman's hand.  If they be, aud " Oui-
™ vesembles in the least her English sisters, the de-
generaey of the young men of her beantuinl isiand
ceases 1o be ineredible, and Becomes only terrible.

———

An indiguant poct, in reference to a recent vol-
e of whose verses wo penarked that * not every son of
Maurs in o favorite with the Muses,” informs us that one
of bk pleces has been inserted In *Towne's Echool
Tewder,” ns a standaed plece of declnmation, and that
for othues he has been offored at bhe rte of soven dollars
it b s datly Jonroal of this eity. Wao think it an
t bargan for the poot, ut it does not chanye
our apinion of his poemes,
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